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Consequences of the Fall and Contemporary Response
Name: 
Course: 
Date: 
Instructor: 
Be sure you answer Part One, Part Two, Part Three, and the Reference page of this assignment before submitting.
Part One: Human Nature in Genesis 1-3 
[bookmark: _Hlk22740487]Use and cite at least two of the following topic study materials: textbook Chapter 4, Topic 3 Overview, "The Mystery of Original Sin" article, and Bible passages. Cite all of the resources used with in-text citations. These should be included on a reference page at the end of this document.
Based on at least two of the listed topic study materials, type your answer to the following questions in the box beneath each question. 
1. What is revealed about human nature (from Genesis 1-2)? Cite and reference the textbook.
Your answer in 100-150 words:
	The main topic of discussion in Genesis 1-2 is the creation of man. From this section, we learn that man was created in the image and likeness of God. Genesis 1:26, NIV: "Then God said, 'Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.'" This verse indicates that the nature of man is similar to that of God. Also, man was not meant to stay alone. Genesis 2:18, NIV: "The LORD God said, 'It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him.'" Human nature is such that they should not stay alone and isolated but rather stay in the company of fellow human beings.


2. What are the consequences of the fall for human nature (from Genesis 3)?
Your answer in 100-150 words:
	Human beings were righteous and without shame. The fall of human nature caused the loss of righteousness and resulted in shaming.  Also, the fall caused separation from God. Genesis 3:8, NIV: "Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the garden." Previously, God would visit Adam and Eve in the garden, and they were not afraid of being naked. The fall also caused physical death, and human beings were expected to work hard and toil the ground in order to get food. Genesis 3:17, NIV: "To Adam he said, 'Because you listened to your wife and ate fruit from the tree about which I commanded you, 'You must not eat from it,' 'Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat food from it all the days of your life."


3. What is revealed about human purpose? What does it mean for humans to flourish, in other words, to achieve spiritual, emotional, and mental wellbeing? Cite and reference "The Mystery of Original Sin" article.
Your answer in 100-150 words:
	Genesis 1:26, NIV: "Then God said, 'Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.'" This was the original purpose of humans during creation. After the fall, this purpose did not change, and God did not take away the dominion of man.
It is worth noting that humans were created in the image and likeness of God. Therefore, human beings should strive to flourish and achieve mental and spiritual wellbeing in order to reconnect with God. Before the Fall, God and man shared a relationship that was severed with the fall of humans. The relationship was not completely broken because God was kind by providing them with some clothing after their sin (Shuster, 2013). 


4. How would pantheism or atheism (choose one) view human nature, human purpose, and human flourishing? 
Your answer in 100-150 words:
	[bookmark: _Hlk25155307]An atheist believes that a supreme deity, God, does not exist. Based on what atheists believe, it becomes particularly difficult for them to view human nature, human purpose and human flourishing from a spiritual point of view. An atheist would view human nature as the different characteristics that make up a person. These characteristics vary from one person to another, and they might include temperament. Also, they might define the human purpose as ushering in the next generation of human beings in an endless cycle of birth and death. Finally, the definition of human flourishing by atheist might be based on the ability of a person to achieve material wellbeing and to live a lavish lifestyle.


5. [bookmark: _Hlk16264900]The question, "How can an all-powerful, all knowing, and all good God allow suffering?" is called the problem of evil and suffering. Briefly summarize the Christian worldview's response to the problem of evil and suffering. Cite and reference the topic overview and/or the textbook.
Your answer in 100-150 words:
	God is all-powerful and all-knowing. For that reason, he created human beings in his own image and likeness and put them in the garden of Eden to live and enjoy a sweet life. God, being all-powerful and knowing, gave man the freedom to choose between living in the garden and defiance. Man chose to defy, and this led to the fall of man. Every decision had a consequence, and, in this case, evil and suffering was the result of this defiance. God allowed evil and suffering because man chose that, and experiencing it would help human beings to crave for the good life he had in Eden. Pain and suffering allow human beings to repent their sins and search for a connection with God.


Part Two: Consequence of the Fall Today 
[bookmark: _Hlk22738871][bookmark: _Hlk22738704][bookmark: _Hlk16265025]Select a Christian organization from the "Christian Organizations That Address a Consequence of the Fall" list provided in the topic study materials. 
Based upon your selection, research the issue that the organization addresses. Use and cite at least two academic resources from the GCU Library. Cite all of the resources used with in-text citations. These resources should also be included on a reference page at the end of this document.
1. Based on your research, address the following: highlight how the consequences of the fall are evident in the issue(s) that the organization addresses; include statistics, causes, and impact on people (victim, perpetrator, others as appropriate).
Your answer in 75-100 words:
	The fall of human beings caused them to live a life filled with difficulty finding their ends met. Worldvision.org is a Christian humanitarian organization helping children, families, and their communities overcome poverty and injustice. The organization's operations are focused on the poor to demonstrate God's, unconditional love. Efforts by this organization have ensured that every 60 seconds, a family gets water, a hungry child is fed, and a family gets the tools to overcome poverty.


2. Describe how this issue creates dehumanization and diminishes human dignity. Include statistics, causes, and impact on people (victim, perpetrator, others as appropriate).
Your answer in 75-100 words:
	Poverty is a real thorn in the flesh for millions of people around the world. Poverty is a condition whereby a person or a community lacks the financial resources essential for maintaining the minimum standards of living (Atkinson, 2019). This means that the income level is so low that they cannot meet the essential requirements of living such as shelter, food and water, clothes and medicine. Poverty causes dehumanization and diminishes human dignity by eroding and nullifying the economic and social rights entitled to people. Poverty opens people to critical vulnerability and subjective daily assaults on human dignity.


Part Three: Analysis of a Christian Organization's Solution
Use and cite the organization's website, in addition to the topic study materials. Cite all of the resources used with in-text citations. These should also be included on a reference page at the end of this document.
Write how the Christian worldview ministry that you selected is combatting the consequence of the fall. 
1. What organizational statement reveals that this organization is operating from a Christian worldview?
Your answer in 250-300 words:
	“Our Christian faith is central to who we are. We follow Jesus’ example by being an active, visible, tangible expression of God’s love as we work alongside the poor and oppressed. Our faith calls us to serve children in need—of any faith, or none. We partner with faith leaders throughout the world, equipping them to use their influence to make their communities safer for children” ("Christian faith," 2020). 
The Christian’s worldview is based on the teachings of the scriptures. Christians believe in the act of doing things similar to the way they were done in the bible. The greatest example that every Christian in the world follows is Jesus Christ, the Messiah and the son of God. “And one of them, a doctor of the law, asked him, tempting him: Master, which is the greatest commandment in the law?  Jesus said to him: Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with thy whole heart, and with thy whole soul, and with thy whole mind.  This is the greatest and the first commandment.  And the second is like to this: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.  On these two commandments dependeth the whole law and the prophets.” (Matthew 22: 35-40). Jesus went further to explain who a neighbor is through The Parable of the Good Samaritan.
The acts of kindness by this organization are aimed at showing unconditional love to the poor, week, and underprivileged members of the society, and the operations are in line with a Christian world view.


2. Explain how the organization uses a God-centered worldview (as defined in the "The Mystery of Original Sin" article) to address dehumanization and restore human dignity.
Your answer in 250-300 words:
	“Our faith in Jesus Christ is core to who we are. As an expression of God’s unconditional love for all people, especially vulnerable children, we serve alongside the poor and oppressed. We hope to live as followers of Christ by being active, visible bearers of God’s love.
Relying on God’s grace and Spirit, we affirm the truth of the gospel and our hope in Christ through our character, speech, actions, and in the signs of God’s power at work in individual lives, in the communities where we work, and in all creation” ("Christian faith," 2021).
Worldvision.org believe in spreading the news of God’s unconditional love to all mankind. For this reason, the organization has spread its wings to cover as many areas with poverty as possible. The organization does not limit their operations in Christian rich areas, but it has taken acts of charity to areas where people believe in other religions. The organization does not only give poor people food and shelter; it has invested resources to help the people living in poverty overcome their poverty by fending for themselves (Shuster, 2013).
The organization has been able to reach out to more than 2.1 million children and youth, taking them through discipleship and educational classes. The organization’s approach is the use of an Empowered World-view approach that is faith-based. This approach is meant to reach the people’s core and to change their world view in order to break the cycle of poverty and loss of hope. “We serve alongside the poor and oppressed as a demonstration of God’s unconditional love for all people. World Vision serves every child we can, of any faith or none,” ("Christian faith," 2021).
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